Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 15 H 11 ClN 2 O 3 )(C 3 H 4 N 2 )], the Ni II ion is coordinated by a phenolate O, hydrazine N and carbonyl O atom from the hydrazone ligand and by an N atom from the imidazole molecule, forming a distorted square-planar geometry. Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link neighboring molecules into extended chains parallel to [100] . 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 15 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Hydrazones are of interest owing to their capacity for chelating to transition (Sur et al., 1993; Sun et al., 2005) , lanthanide (Ma et al., 1989) and main group (Liu & Gao 1998) metals. Here we report the crystal structure of the title complex, (I) ( 
The hydrazone ligand was prepared by the reaction of salicylaldehyde and 4-chloro-phenoxyacetylhydrazine in a molar ratio of 1:1 under reflux in ethanol for 2 h. The yellow product obtained on cooling was recrystallized from methanol. Salicylal-
amide (5 ml), and methanol (10 ml) were stirred for 2 h. The solution was filtered and allowed to stand at room temperature for one week, and red crystals of complex (I) were obtained.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in idealized positions and treated as riding with N-H = 0.86 Å, C-H = 0.93-0.97Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C/N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomnumbering scheme.
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